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Affordable Artist-Owned
Live/Work Initiative
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Artists Make a Dif ference!!!
www .art spacecleveland.org

Artist Profiles:
A gallery owner interested in a co-op and to be a part of the art scene; a
construction engineer wants to join the group on a pro bono basis for
construction assistance; a portrait artist currently living in the suburbs is
interested in moving into the city; a recent KSU graduate, living with a relative,
needs more space and contact with the art scene; several artists located in
a building to be demolished for the Freeway expansion; two artists who
produce sculptors and installations from found objects; a photographer tired
of renting.

Group dynamics:
· A group ready to take on a development project, ready to define goals,

purpose and needs; must begin to identify economic assets.
· Timeline for completion, meeting schedules, etc.

Types of models and cost
· Limited Equity Condo, Coop, Co-Housing.
· Work with a developer; Green construction; Safety and Security.
· New construction vs. rehab – factory or residential courtyard-type housing.
· $150,000 price too high for less than 2,000 square feet.
· Shared common work area with various art making equipment.

.
Next Steps
· Continue reviewing housing models, locations, costs, group dynamics, invite

more artists and others with expertise to the group.
· Begin a business plan; financial needs of the organization – set modest

dues structure; find pre-development feasibility funds and a funding base.

On May 2nd seven artists came together for a dialogue on affordable artist-owned live/work spaces in the city of Cleveland.  This
meeting was a result of the Artist Live/Work Workshop and the recently conducted ASC survey . The artists have gathered to plan,
build, and own their spaces.

Artist Discussion :
· The artists detailed the kinds of space they required to produce their art, how they perceived a project of artist-owned live-work

spaces, and their vision of what kind of group would be formed.
· Some wanted to know about the resale value of a unit.   The resale of a unit would be kept at a minimum of 6% in order to keep

the unit affordable for the next artist.  This project would not be for an investment or profit.

Its not too late to join us in a discussion about an affordable artist-owned live/work sp ace.  Cont act ArtS pace-Cleveland at 216-
241-4355 or gouldlof t@sbcglobal.net

Newsy Notes
· Opportunity at Josaphat Art s Hall,  1433 East 33 rd Street.   FOR RENT  ·  800 sq.ft.

artist studio and ·  LIVE/WORK  house with modernized appliances in the JOSAPHAT
ART Complex.  Contact Alenka Banco at 216-272-3357 for more information.

· Richard Florida, author of THE RISE OF THE CREATIVE CLASS , has written a second book
titled WHO’S YOUR CITY? HOW THE CREATIVE ECONOMY IS MAKING WHERE TO L IVE THE MOST

IMPORTANT DECISION OF YOUR L IFE.
· 2008 CHINESE YEAR OF THE RAT - 25 fiberglass rat sculptures, painted by northeast

Ohio artists, are spotted throughout the St. Clair Superior neighborhood.
www.stclairsuperior.org

· Auf W iedersehen to  Seth Beattie , Program Manager of the Community Partnership
for Arts and Culture, awarded a one-year travel/study program in Germany.

· Banners, Banners Everywhere!  City Artists At Work’s new colorful Street Banners
line the streets of the St. Clair Superior Arts QUARTER.
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THE HAMILTON BUILDING
5340 HAMILTON AVE.
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Spacious studio lof ts for artist s,
small business, light manufacturing, etc.
Call Howard Madorsky at (216) 831-2660

email us at info@sp acesgallery .org

DeChant Art Consulting, LLC
Teresa M. DeChant

(216) 276-0087
·····

20 years Corporate and Healthcare Fine Art Planning
Clients: Benesch, Breen+Fox, Cleveland Clinic, MetroHealth,

InterContinental Hotel, Rockwell Automation, Steris Corp.
dechant art@vasucom.com        www .dechant art.com
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www.cgginc.com
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Is Co-Housing A Community Solution  for an artist-owned live/work initiative

The Levin College of Urban Affairs hosted the Cleveland
City Planning Commission’s Co-Housing Conference June
6th.   Charles Durrett, Architect/ Developer from California,
was the featured speaker.

Mr. Durrett, author of Cohousing: A Contemporary
Approach to Housing Ourselves, specializes in designing
cohousing projects modeled after the Danish/
Scandinavian-style of living in a shared community.   He
presented examples of cohousing projects for our
“Shrinking City” – a city with excess land and vacant
factories and buildings.

Participatory planning, financing and living as a
community is the basic principles of this growing
movement.  With more than sixty cohousing communities
throughout N. America, none are located in Ohio.  A
consensus-type community participates in every aspect
of site selection, housing design, the common house,
construction and the move in.

Is this type of living suit able for artist s?   ArtSpace-
Cleveland invited Mr. Durrett to the Gould loft to discuss
the cohousing model with artists interested in owning their

live/work space. The artists felt that with their varied
activities, art form, sales, etc. they didn’t know if 100%
consensus could work for them.  They liked some of the
ideas of common areas for shared art work such as a kiln.
Affordability is still a key goal of the small, but active
Cleveland group.

Characteristics of a co-housing project:
· Participation process by consensus
· Neighborhood design
· Private homes and Common facilities, i.e., studios,

dining and cooking with monthly shared meals.
· Resident Management
· Non-Hierarchical Structure: Responsibility for

community decisions are shared by all the community’s
adults, typically using the consensus model.

· Separate income sources: There is no shared
community economy

Is this a housing environment for artist s?   It offers
integrated services, balances privacy and community,
desirable housing, a safe environment, and is committed
to sensitive design.
Let us know your opinion at gouldlof t@sbcglobal.net .
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